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Retiring Presidem:

Gross leaves Old Quee€

By WILLIAN P. BAHHETT‘ e
Teesday, August 31, 1971, dawned brigntly OV
] . it alive eniter ol Rutgers
Old Quecns, the administrative cerit Rugers
University, but the sunny atmosphere was nol
rellected in the faces of s employess
{1 was business as usual, with on¢
day was Mason Gross' last as president
University. -
Gross, who is revered by faculty, staff, and
students alike, announced his resignation July,
1970, with very Tittle explanation, except 1o observe
that by his last day in office he would have
completed 25 years with the University, hall of them,
12 12 years, as president. To 2 philosopher, which
Gross was 1o the end, sensible ending points are
“highly important.
Thete were no doubt many things which
contributed to his decision: dubious relations with
“the state government, 2 serious funding problem, an
incresse in student unrest, a desire for more time to
himself and his wife, his age (60), and perhaps his
~own health, Whether he became tired of the job or
ot s difficult to determing, but one thing was
certain— the University was not tired of Gross.
During his last year, he experienced a display of
' i rarely -shown © college administrators,
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Several people in Queens A uearia .
Gross's liel::h;zﬂ fast day. "Anyone that muig v.: & 1
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Gross was nol at

his desk long before an organized,
impromptu farewell gathering materjalized. Led ,b"(
George Kramer, yice provost and dean of admissions,
40 or so University friends of Gross came into his
office merely to say goodby. "Il was sort of an
occuaption of Queens,” said Karl Metzger. long-time

secretary of the University.
“Word got around that he would be here for the .
last time,"" said George Holsten, director of public
relations,”” and some of us just wanied fo say
goodbye: It was all very informal. We just came in, ———
gt

shook hands, and said goodbye.

| Asked whether, any eyes were wet, Metzger said,
| turned my back. | didn't look too closely, but I'm
sure there were, because mine were a little moist."'
Gross was then taken to lunch at Woodlawn by
members of his cabinet, including Metzger, Holster:
Kramer, Vice Presidents Malcolm Talbot, |ohn
Swink, and HENRY Winkler, University lobbyist
#;ngld Zucker, Director of Alumni Relations Irving
{iwa, Helen Stewart, associate director of the
Jniversity Press, and Eagleton Institute head Donald

professed no firm future plans. “I'll do whatever |
like, he said, refusing to comment on whether ke
would write or teach, “but as little as possibl,”
noting that he has committments to several boards
‘and foundations. Among others, he is a trustee of
Vassar. Gross didn't try to judge the successes of his
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